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Day 1, March 18, Friday Depart for Israel.

Day 2. March 19, Saturday Arrival at Ben Gurion Airport where
you will be responsible for your own transfer to your hotel in
Tel Aviv allowing you to enjoy a relaxed afternoon by the Medi-
terranean, dinner and overnight. The Renaissance Hotel

Day 3, March 20, Sunday (Purim) Our day begins with a quick
orientation tour of Tel Aviv and a visit to Jaffa(biblical Joppa),
before travelling south to Sde Boker, where modern Israel’s
first Prime Minister, David Ben Gurion, lived with his wife,
Paula. We will then go to Ein Avdat and enjoy a nice walk in
the middle of the Negev desert. Our day will end with a visit to
a kibbutz very close to the border with Gaza followed by a tour
of an absorption center in Ashkelon, a place where new immi-
grants from all over the world take their first steps into Israeli
society. Dinner and overnight at Dan Gardens, Ashkelon

Day 4, March 21, Monday This day begins with a visit to the Ayalon
Institute and an underground bullet factory which not only
predates the War of Independence but was hidden in a kibbutz
during the British Mandate which ended in 1948. From there
we will drive up the coast to an educational center established
by Rabbi Brodman in the suburbs north of Tel Aviv. The Rabbi
will introduce us to Judaism and give us a short tour of the
biblical gardens which are adorned with the flowers and trees of
Israel. Our next stop will be Caesarea Maritime, the ancient
coastal Roman town where Pontius Pilatus had his headquar-
ters. We will then ascend Mount Carmel to the traditional site of
the Prophet Elijah’s contest with the priests of Baal. Our late
afternoon journey will then take us across the Valley of Megiddo
(biblical Armageddon) and on to our hotel in Tiberias for dinner
and overnight. The Holiday Inn

Day 5, March 22, Tuesday Our day begins with visits to the Holy
sites around the Sea of Galilee: Capernaum, the Mount of Beati-
tudes and Tabgha, the traditional place of the miracle of loaves
and fishes. Our next stop will be biblical Caesarea Philippi on
the Golan Heights, a source of the River Jordan not far from the
border with Syria. Our busy day will end with a visit to the baptis-
mal site at the Jordan River, followed by a boat ride on the Sea
of Galilee. Dinner and overnight in our hotel in Tiberias.

Day 6, March 23, Wednesday Today we will travel to Nazareth
Village where we will learn more about life in the time of Jesus.
This will be followed by a tour of the excavations of Zipporis,
traditional birthplace of Mary the mother of Jesus. Our visit to
Galilee will conclude as we travel past places mentioned in the
Bible: Ein Harod, Sunem, Nain, Mount Gilboa and Beth She’ an.
As we make our way to Jerusalem, our journey south from the

Galilee will take us down through the Jordan Valley. This will
allow us to tour a Moshav,a community established by people
who were forced to leave their homes in the Gaza Strip. We
will then travel past the ancient city of Jericho before ascend-
ing up to Jerusalem for dinner and overnight. Ramada Hotel
(Royal Wing).

Day 7, March 24, Thursday We start our day on the Mount of
Olives, the site of Jesus’ Ascension. From here we will have a
panoramic view of both ancient and modern Jerusalem. We
will then make our descent following the path Jesus used on
Palm Sunday. This will lead us down to the Garden of Gethse-
mane and from there to the Western (Wailing) Wall. It was
here that the Jewish Temple once stood, a place which
remains until this day the Holiest shrine in Judaism. Ideally,
we will witness several Bar Mitzvahs, the first public reading
of the Torah by boys aged 13, and marking the beginning of
their manhood. We will also visit the City of David and walk
through the original Canaanite tunnel. In the afternoon we
will tour the marketplaces along the Via Dolorosa (Way of
Sorrows) and end with a visit to the Church of St. Anne next
to the Pool of Bethesda (John Ch.5). From there we will walk
to the Church of the Holy Sepulchre and the Garden Tomb. In
the evening we will meet Benjamin Philip, Director of the
Hineni center, a project where traumatized victims of terror
attacks are treated and supported. Dinner and overnight in
Jerusalem.

Day 8, March 25, Friday Our last full day in Jerusalem begins
with an extended visit to Yad Vashem, the Holocaust Memo-
rial and Museum. We will then make a brief stop to see the
Menorah in front of the parliament building (Knesset). We
will then drive south to Gush Etzion in the land of Judea to
learn about Israel’s bitter and costly struggle to become - and
remain - an independent Jewish homeland. We will return to
Jerusalem in time to welcome the Jewish Sabbath (Shabbat)
at the Kotel = the Western (Wailing) wall. Our day will end
with a traditional Shabbat dinner in the hotel.

Day 9, March 26, Saturday Early this morning we will leave Jeru-
salem and descend to the Dead Sea area via the Judean
Wilderness. Our journey will include stops at Qumran, where
the Dead Sea Scrolls were found in 1947; the Biblical oasis
of Ein Gedi where we will have the opportunity to “float" on
the Dead Sea; and Masada, last stand of the Jewish zealots
before it fell to the Romans in AD 73. We will then return to
Jerusalem for our last overnight and farewell dinner.

Day 10, March 27, Sunday Departure for your flight back home.

All passports must be valid for at least 6 months after your return to America or you will be denied boarding

Included: (items not listed below are at additional cost)
in Israel on twin share basis. Daily breakfast and dinner.
Gov't taxes and hotel service charges.

Sightseeing & entrance fees / itinerary.

All group transfers. Luxury tour bus.

Expert Gov't licensed tour guide.

with no refund applicable. Residents not holding American passports must possess a permanent resident card

Not Included: (prices approximate & subject to change)
Gratuities to guides, drivers, hotel staff. ($90)

Travel insurance. (Rate chart available upon request)
Personal extras at hotels.

Lunches/ beverages not indicated as included.

Private room supplement ($590)



